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ment. A monarchy might do well enough for the
Northern races, who were robust but unintellectual,
or again it might be adapted to Orientals, whose
activity of mind was balanced by physical languor;
but wherever intellect and high spirit were combined,
some form of popular government (Governo civile)
must be established. Yet this conclusion is prefaced
by an elaborate profession of belief in monarchy
as the ideal form of government, not only because
concentrated power was stronger than dispersed
power, but also because monarchy was more like God.
" The government of the world/' argues the Dominican
preacher, *' is by nature the best government; and
since Art follows nature, the more closely the govern-
ment of human things resembles the government
of the world and of nature, the more perfect it is.
Since, then, the world is governed by a single Person
who is God, and since all natural things in whom
some government is seen are governed by One, as
the bees by a king and the powers of the soul by reason,
and the members of the body by the heart, and
similarly with other things which have government,
it follows that that government of human things
which is administered by a single governor, is of its
nature the best of all governments. Whence our
Saviour, wishing to give to His Church the best gover-
nor, made Peter head of all the faithful, and in every
diocese, nay, in every parish and ministry, wished that
the government should be through a single person,
and that finally all the lesser heads should be under
one head, His Vicar/' 7

It is true that from time to time the physical
miseries of an uncomfortable age produced a crop
of speculations which went far beyond the orbit of